
Fiscal Year 2011/12 Budget

Catawba County
North Carolina



 5 elected Commissioners

 $196 million annual budget

 154,000 population

 1,093 employees

 17 departments, 3 school systems, and 1 community
college



Public Safety
(Sheriff, Emergency Services, 

Rescue Squads, Fire 

Districts, Detention Facility)
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Development
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Water & Sewer
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Patrick 

Beaver 
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Council)
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Environmental Quality
(Cooperative 

Extension, Soil & 

Water,  Forestry)
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Education
(Catawba County Schools, 

Hickory City Schools, 

Newton-Conover Schools, 
CVCC)
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Capital
(General Capital Projects)

4.2%

Other
(Self Insurance, 

Narcotics, 

Reappraisal)
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Human Services
(Public Health, Social 

Services, 
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Examiner)
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General Government
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Finance, Register of Deeds)

3.9%



Human Services 
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Property Tax
44.4%

Sales Tax
13.6%

Other Taxes
(Privilege Licenses, 
Real Estate Excise, 

911 Charges)
0.4%

Intergovernmental
(Federal, State, 
Federal & State, 

Local)
20.7%

Permits & Fees
11.2%

Miscellaneous
1.5%

Fund Balance
3.7%

Other Sources
(COPs, 

Contingency, 

Insurance 
Premiums, Capital 

Reserves)
4.0%

Fines & Forfeitures
0.5%



 Property Tax is 44% of Catawba County County’s
revenue.

 The County’s current tax base (property values) is
$15.5 billion and produces $80.8 million in revenue.

 Assessed value of all real property totals $15.5
billion

 Property Tax remains the only option the Board of
Commissioners has to raise revenues to meet the
demands of our growing county.



Human Services 
(Social Services, Public 
Health, Mental Health 

Partners, Medical 
Examiner)

10.4%
5.49 cents
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(County Manager, Tax, 
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Finances, Elections)
4.3%

2.29 cents
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Projects, 
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22.1%
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(Catawba County 

Schools, Hickory City 

Schools, Newton-
Conover Schools, 

CVCC)
49.0%

26 cents

Environmental Quality 
(Cooperative 

Extension, Soil & 
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(Self Insurance)
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.78 cents
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Catawba County has the 8th lowest tax rate among North Carolina 
couties with a population > 100,000

Source:  NCACC Tax Rate Survey
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 Current expense = $35,131,428 or $1,433 per
pupil

 Capital & Construction= $7,331,851

 Accounts for approximately 20% of the schools’
total operating budget with the balance coming
from State and Federal government
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Board of 
Commissioners

1.6%

County Manager, 
Legal, 

Budget

14.1%

Debt Service
27.4%

Elections
4.6%

Finance
14.6%

Miscellaneous/Other
6.7%

Human Resources
8.1%

Register of Deeds
6.8%

Tax
16.2%



Communications 
Center
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0.6%
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Economic 
Development

22.6%

Facilities
22.9%

Planning, Parks & 
Development

7.6%

Technology
30.3%

Utilities & 
Engineering

16.6%



Cooperative 
Extension

59.1%

Forestry
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Soil & Water 
Conservation

29.3%
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2.0%

Other Human 
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Arts
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County Libraries
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Patrick Beaver 
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Capital
27.1%
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3.0%
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